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Thematic Dossier

Producao, consumo e intercambio de téxteis na Europa
da Idade do Ferro: introdugao ao Dossier Tematico

FRANCISCO B. GOMES

UNIARQ — Centre for Archaeology of the University of Lishon;
School of Arts and Humanities of the University of Lisbon
frandiscojbgomes@gmail.com

ORCID iD: 0000000306646374

FRANCESCO MEO

University of Salento — Department of Cultural Heritage
francesco.meo@unisalento.it
ORCIDiD: 0000-0001-8991-4340

RICARDO E. BASSO RIAL
INAPH — University of Alicante
ricardo.basso@ua.es

ORCID iD: 0000-0002-5323-2281

In May 2022, researchers from across Europe
came together in the Palazzo del Principe in Muro
Leccese (IT) under the auspices of COST Action
EuroWeb - Europe through Textiles (CA19131) for
a two-day conference on “Textile Production, Con-
sumption and Trade in Iron Age Europe” The aim
was to exchange new data and interpretations on a
critical period in the development of ancient textile
technologies, one that has played a major role in the
development of Textile Archaeology itself.

The Iron Age — however it may be defined in each
specific geographic and cultural area - does in fact
hold a major position in any synthesis on European
Textile Heritage. Contexts dating from this period
have yielded remarkable finds, such as the material
from waterlogged contexts in Denmark (Hald 1980;
Mannering — Gleba - Bloch Hansen 2012) and else-
where in Northern Europe (Bender Jgrgensen 1992),
from the Austrian salt mines of Hallstatt (Gromer et al.
2013) and Dirrnberg (Stéliner 2005), from the Alpine

lakes of Switzerland (Rast-Eicher 2008) and Italy (Baz-
zanella et al. 2005), from Celtic princely graves such
as Hochdorf, in Germany (Banck-Burgess 1999; 2012),
and from Etruscan aristocratic tombs in Italy, chief
among which that of Verucchio (Stauffer 2002).
However, research on Iron Age textile production
goes well beyond these exceptionally preserved tex-
tile remains. In the past few decades, the develop-
ment of Textile Archaeology as an interdisciplinary
research field with a multi-proxy approach to ancient
textile chaines opératoires has considerably widened
the scope of research. Multiple strands of evidence
have been incorporated into discussions on ancient
textile technologies, economies, and cultures,
including, but not limited to, zooarchaeological and
palaeobotanical data on fibre production and pro-
curement, the systematic study of textile tools on
typological, functional, and technological grounds,
and a range of sources on trade and consumption,
including texts and iconographic material.
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This development, however, has not been uni-
form across Europe. In areas such as Central Europe
(cf. Gromer 2016) and lItaly (cf. Gleba 2008), together
with Northern Europe, there has been a remarkable
flourishing of research on Iron Age textile production,
while other territories were newly incorporated into
the discussion, such as the Balkans (Dimova 2016) or
the British Isles (e.g., Ferrero 2022).

Other key areas, however, have lagged behind. In
Greece, for example, and despite such emblematic
finds as the Lefkandi tunic (Spantidaki — Moulhérat
2012: 194), Iron Age textile production remains some-
what overshadowed by its Bronze Age and Classical
counterparts (cf. Burke 2010; Spantidaki 2016). In other
areas, the panorama is even more dire. In France, for
example, systematic research on Iron Age textile tools
is very limited, and the study of the textile remains
themselves has not advanced considerably since the
unfortunately unpublished PhD Thesis of C. Moulhérat
(2001; see however lacconi et al. 2024).

In the Iberian Peninsula, on the other hand, a
clear asymmetry in research trajectories can be seen
between Spain and Portugal. In the former, the pio-
neering work of Carmen Alfaro Giner (1984) set the bar
for research on textile remains, and textile production
more generally, while the contributions of Z. Castro
Curel (1980; 1985) and M. L. de Sus (1986) created a
specifically Iberian tradition of textile tool studies,
which was further developed later by L. Berrocal-Ran-
gel (Berrocal-Rangel — Maffiotte — Ruiz Trivino 1994;
Berrocal-Rangel 2003).

The study of textile tools has thus maintained a
certain degree of solvency in Spanish literature on the
I[ron Age; interest in such implements does however
vary widely from one geographical and cultural area to
another, and is felt perhaps more clearly in the Iberian
cultural areas of the Southeast and the East (e.g., Antén
Peset 2018) and, to a lesser extent, in Southwestern
Spain (Marin-Aguilera et al. 2019; Marin-Aguilera 2019).

In Portugal, on the contrary, research on textile pro-
duction has next to no tradition in Iron Age scholar-
ship. Apart from the occasional publication of material
in broader reports, dedicated studies of textile tools
only began to see the light in the 2010s (Jorge 2013;
Pereira 2013; Pereira 2016-2017; Gomes 2017), and the
first attempt at a synthesis on the topic only appeared
at the beginning of the present decade (Gomes 2021).
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Despite these asymmetries, the panorama briefly
sketched above should be a clear indication that the
study of Iron Age textiles, their production, trade, and
consumption, is a rich and vibrant field of research.
This thematic dossier, which brings together a selec-
tion of the papers presented at the Muro Leccese
conference, aims to make a contribution to that field,
adding new data and insights from different European
areas, some of which are underrepresented in interna-
tional debates on Iron Age textile cultures.

That is the case of the paper by Francisco B. Gomes
and iris Dias, which offers the first in-depth integrated
synthesis on the evidence for all stages of textile pro-
duction and consumption in the lron Age of South-
ern Portugal, and that by Ricardo E. Basso Rial, who
presents new insights about the cultural, technologi-
cal, and economic dynamics of textile production in
Southeastern lIberia in the critically important Early
Iron Age phase.

The contribution by Francesco Meo, on the other
hand, sheds light on yet another area of cultural
contact and interaction — Southern Italy —, exploring
issues of technological transfer and identity-building
through the prism of textile tools and products. Mean-
while, the paper by Kayleigh Saunderson and Karina
Gromer takes readers through one of the richest sets
of data for textile techniques and products in Iron
Age Europe, that of the Austrian territory, and offers
an update on the study of textile traditions in Cen-
tral Europe. Finally, the contribution by Magdalena
Przymorska-Sztuczka brings us forward in time by
exploring the role of Roman textile tools in Polish Iron
Age contexts, and again shows how issues of cultural
connectivity and influence can be usefully explored
through the prism of Textile Archaeology.

All in all, the papers collected in this thematic
dossier are a representative showcase of different
approaches to the study of Iron Age textile production
and to the different datasets which can be used in such
a study. More importantly, however, they highlight the
ramifications of the study of textile crafts from this
period, by bringing forth connected issues of social,
political, and economic organization, as well as topics
of cultural interaction and identity-building. In doing
so, they demonstrate that, far from a niche topic, the
study of textile production is a powerful lens through
which to analyse the European Iron Age.
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POLITICA EDITORIAL

Objectivos

A Ophiussa - Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universi-
dade de Lisboa foi iniciada sob a direccao de Victor S. Gongalves
em 1996, tendo sido editado o volume 0. A partir do volume 1
(2017), a Revista Ophiussa converte-se numa edi¢do impressa e
digital da UNIARQ - Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de
Lisboa (ISSN 1645-653X / E-ISSN 2184-173X).

O principal objectivo desta revista é a publicacdo e divulgacao
de trabalhos com manifesto interesse, qualidade e rigor
cientifico sobre temas de Pré-Historia e Arqueologia, sobretudo
do territério europeu e da bacia do Mediterraneo.

Periodicidade

A Ophiussa - Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade
de Lisboa publicard um volume anual. O periodo de submissao
de trabalhos decorrerd sempre no primeiro semestre e a edicdo
ocorrera no Ultimo trimestre de cada ano.

Secc¢bes da revista

A revista divide-se em duas sec¢des: artigos cientificos e
recensoes bibliogréficas. Excepcionalmente poderdo ser aceites
textos de caracter introdutdrio, no ambito de homenagens ou
divulgacgées especificas, que ndo serdo submetidos a avaliagdo
por pares. Isentas desta avaliacdo estdo também as recensdes
bibliogréficas.

Os autores / editores que pretendam apresentar uma obra para
recensao devem enviar dois exemplares para a direccdo da
Revista Ophiussa: um para o autor/autora da recensdo que sera
convidado para o efeito e outro para a Biblioteca da Faculdade
de Letras da Universidade de Lisboa. Aceita-se igualmente a
apresentacdo de propostas de recensdes espontaneas.
Aceitam-se trabalhos redigidos em portugués, inglés, espanhol,
italiano e francés.

Processo de avaliagdo por pares

Os artigos submetidos sdo sujeitos a um processo de avaliagao
por parte de revisores externos (double blind peer review).
Todas as submissdes (artigos e recensdes) serdo avaliadas, em
primeira instancia, pela Coordenacao Editorial, no que respeita
ao seu conteudo formal e a sua adequacao face a politica edito-
rial e as normas de edicédo da revista. Os artigos que cumprirem
estes requisitos serdo posteriormente submetidos a um pro-
cesso de avaliagdo por pares cega / double blind peer review
(minimo de dois revisores). O Conselho Cientifico, constituido
pela direccdo da UNIARQ e por investigadores externos,
acompanhara o processo de edicdo.

Esta etapa serd concretizada por investigadores externos
qualificados, sendo os respectivos pareceres entregues num
periodo ndo superior a trés meses. Os revisores procederdo
a avaliacao de forma objectiva, tendo em vista a qualidade do
conteudo da revista; as suas criticas, sugestdes e comentarios
serdo, na medida do possivel, construtivos, respeitando as
capacidades intelectuais do(s) autor(es). Apds a recepcao
dos pareceres, o(s) autor(es) tem um prazo maximo de um
més para proceder as alteragdes oportunas e reenviar o tra-
balho.

A aceitacdo ou recusa de artigos tera como Unicos factores de
ponderacéo a sua originalidade e qualidade cientifica.

O processo de revisdao é confidencial, estando assegurado o
anonimato dos avaliadores e dos autores dos trabalhos, neste
Ultimo caso até a data da sua publicagao.

Os trabalhos s6 serdao aceites para publicacdo a partir do
momento em que se conclua o processo da revisao por pares.
Os textos que nao forem aceites serdo devolvidos aos seus
autores.

A lista dos avaliadores serd publicada em ciclos de 3 anos, indi-
cada no final da Revista Ophiussa (versdo impressa e digital).

Etica na publicacdo

A Revista Ophiussa segue as orientacdes estabelecidas pelo
Commitee on Publication Ethics (COPE, Comité de Etica em
Publicagdes): https://publicationethics.org/

Apenas serdo publicados artigos originais. Para efeito de
deteccao de plagio ou duplicidade sera utilizada a plataforma
URKUNDU (https://www.urkund.com/pt-br/). Serdo rejeitadas
praticas como a deformagao ou invencdo de dados. Os auto-
res tém a responsabilidade de garantir que os trabalhos sao
originais e inéditos, fruto do consenso de todos os autores e
cumprem com a legalidade vigente, dispondo de todas auto-
rizagdes necessdrias. Os artigos que ndo cumpram com estas
normas éticas serao rejeitados.

As colaboragdées submetidas para publicacdo devem ser
inéditas. As propostas de artigo ndo podem incluir qualquer
problema de falsificacdo ou de plagio. As ilustragbes que nao
sejam do(s) autor(es) devem indicar a sua procedéncia. O Con-
selho Cientifico e a Coordenacao Editorial assumem que os
autores solicitaram e receberam autorizagao para a reproducao
dessas ilustracdes, e, como tal, rejeitam a responsabilidade do
uso ndo autorizado das ilustragdes e das consequéncias legais
por infraccdo de direitos de propriedade intelectual.

E assumido que todos os Autores fizeram uma contribuicéo rele-
vante para a pesquisa reportada e concordam com o manuscrito
submetido. Os Autores devem declarar de forma clara eventuais
conflitos de interesse. As colaboracdes submetidas que, direta ou
indiretamente, tiveram o apoio econémico de terceiros, devem
claramente declarar essas fontes de financiamento.

Os textos propostos para publicacdo devem ser inéditos e ndo
deverao ter sido submetidos a qualquer outra revista ou edicdo
electrénica.

O conteuldo dos trabalhos é da inteira responsabilidade do(s)
autor(es) e ndo expressa a posicdo ou opinido do Conselho
Cientifico ou da Coordenacao Editorial.

O processo editorial decorrera de forma objectiva, imparcial e
anonima. Erros ou problemas detetados ap6s a publicagao serdo
investigados e, se comprovados, havera lugar a publicacdo de
correcoes, retratagoes e/ou respostas.

Serdo considerados os seguintes principios éticos:

1) RESPONSABILIDADE

A Revista Ophiussa através dos editores e autores tem a res-
ponsabilidade absoluta de aprovacao, condenando todas
as mas praticas da publicacao cientifica.
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2) FRAUDE CIENTIFICA:

A Revista Ophiussa procurara detectar manipulacéo e falsi-
ficacdo de dados, plagio ou duplicidade, com os mecanis-
mos de deteccdo adequados.

3) POLITICA EDITORIAL E PROCEDIMENTOS

a) Os autores devem ter participado no processo de inves-
tigacdo e do processo de revisao, devendo garantir que os
dados incluidos sdo reais e auténticos e estando obrigados
a emitir retracgdes e correccdes de erros de artigos publi-
cados;

b) Os revisores devem efectuar uma revisado objectiva e
confidencial e nao ter conflitos de interesse (investigacéo,
autores ou financiadores), devendo indicar obras publica-
das relevantes que nao foram citadas;

¢) Na deteccao de fraude ou ma pratica em fase de avalia-
cdo deve ser indicada pelos revisores e na fase de p6s publi-
cacdo por qualquer leitor.

d) Em caso de deteccdo de mas praticas em fase de avalia-
¢do ou de deteccdo de artigos publicados previamente, o
Conselho Editorial remeterd a ocorréncia ao autor estabele-
cendo um prazo de 7 dias para esclarecimento, sendo pos-
teriormente avaliada pelo Conselho de Redaccdo. Em fase
de pés publicacao, o Conselho Editorial poderd arquivar ou
determinar a retratacdo num numero seguinte, indicando-
-se 0s tramites prévios.

Politica de preservacgdo de arquivos digitais

A revista garante a acessibilidade permanente dos objectos digi-
tais através de cdpias de seguranca, utilizagdo de DO, integrando
a rede Public Knowledge Project’s Private LOCKSS Network (PKP-
-PLN), que gera um sistema de arquivo descentralizado.
Relativamente ao auto-arquivo, a revista integra também o
Sherpa/Romeu

(https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/41841 ).

Politica de acesso aberto

Esta edicdo disponibiliza de imediato e gratuitamente a totali-
dade dos seus contelidos, em acesso aberto, de forma a promo-
ver, globalmente, a circulacao e intercambio dos resultados da
investigacao cientifica e do conhecimento. A edicdo segue as
directrizes Creative Commons (licenga CC/BY/NC/ND 4.0).

A publicacdo de textos na Ophiussa — Revista do Centro de
Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa ndo implica o paga-
mento de qualquer taxa nem da direito a qualquer remuneracao
economica.

Esta publicacdo dispde de uma versdo impressa, a preto e branco,
com uma tiragem limitada, que sera distribuida gratuitamente
pelas bibliotecas e instituicdes mais relevantes internacional-
mente, e intercambiada com publica¢des periddicas da mesma
especialidade, que serdo integradas na Biblioteca da Faculdade
de Letras da Universidade de Lisboa. Conta, paralelamente, com
uma versao digital, a cores, disponibilizada em acesso livre.

Para mais informacgoes contactar:
ophiussa@letras.ulisboa.pt
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EDITORIAL POLICY

Objectives

Ophiussa - Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade
de Lisboa started under the direction of Victor S. Gongalves
in 1996, with the edition of volume 0. After Volume 1 (2017)
it became a printed and digital edition of UNIARQ - Centro
de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa (ISSN 1645-653X /
E-ISSN 2184-173X).

The main objective of this journal is the publication and dis-
semination of papers of interest, quality and scientific rigor
concerning Prehistory and Archeology, mostly from Europe
and the Mediterranean basin.

Periodicity

Ophiussa — Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universi-
dade de Lisboa will publish an annual volume. The submission
period will always occur in the first quarter of each year and the
edition will occur in the last quarter.

Journal sections

The journal is divided into two sections: scientific articles and
bibliographic reviews. Exceptionally, texts of an introductory
nature may be accepted, in the context of specific tributes
or divulgations, which will not be submitted to peer-review
evaluation. Exemptions from this evaluation are also the bib-
liographic reviews.

Authors / editors wishing to submit a book for review should
send two copies to the direction of Revista Ophiussa: one to
the author of the review who will be invited for the purpose
and another to the Library of the School of Arts and Humani-
ties of the University of Lisbon. Spontaneous proposals are also
accepted.

Papers written in Portuguese, English, Spanish, Italian and
French are accepted.

Peer review process

Submitted articles are subject to a double blind peer-review
evaluation process.

All submissions (articles and reviews) will be considered, in
the first instance, by the Editorial Board, regarding its formal
content and adequacy in face of the editorial policy and the
journal editing standards. Articles that meet these require-
ments will subsequently be submitted to a blind peer-review
process (minimum of two reviewers). The Scientific Council,
constituted by UNIARQ direction and external researchers, will
follow the editing process.

This stage will be carried out by qualified researchers, and their
feedback will be delivered within a period of no more than
two months. The reviewers will carry out the evaluation in an
objective manner, in view of the quality and content of the
journal; their criticisms, suggestions and comments will be, as
far as possible, constructive, respecting the intellectual abili-
ties of the author(s). After receiving the feedback, the author(s)
has a maximum period of one month to make the necessary
changes and resubmit the work.

Acceptance or refusal of articles will have as sole factors of con-
sideration their originality and scientific quality.
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The review process is confidential, with the anonymity of the
evaluators and authors of the works being ensured, in the lat-
ter case, up to the date of its publication.

Papers will only be accepted for publication as soon as the peer
review process is completed. Texts that are not accepted will
be returned to their authors.

The list of reviewers will be published in 3-year cycles, indi-
cated at the end of Ophiussa (printed and digital version).

Publication ethics

The Journal Ophiussa follows the guidelines established by the
Commitee on Publication Ethics (COPE, the Ethics Committee
Publications): https://publicationethics.org/

Only original papers will be published. For the purpose of
detecting plagiarism or duplicity, the URKUNDU platform
(https://www.urkund.com/pt-br/) will be used. Practices
such as the deformation or invention of data will be rejected.
Authors are responsible for ensuring that the works are origi-
nal and unpublished, the result of the consensus of all authors,
and comply with current legality, having all necessary authori-
zations. Articles that do not comply with these ethical stand-
ards will be rejected.

Contributions submitted for publication must be unpublished.
Article submissions can not include any problem of forgery or
plagiarism. Illustrations that are not from the author(s) must
indicate their origin. The Scientific Council and Editorial Board
assume that the authors have requested and received permis-
sion to reproduce these illustrations and, as such, reject the
responsibility for the unauthorized use of the illustrations and
legal consequences for infringement of intellectual property
rights.

It is assumed that all Authors have made a relevant contribu-
tion to the reported research and agree with the manuscript
submitted. Authors must clearly state any conflicts of inter-
est. Collaborations submitted that directly or indirectly had
the financial support of third parties must clearly state these
sources of funding.

Texts proposed for publication must be unpublished and
should not have been submitted to any other journal or elec-
tronic edition.

The content of the works is entirely the responsibility of the
author(s) and does not express the position or opinion of the
Scientific Council or Editorial Board.

The editorial process will be conducted objectively, impartially
and anonymously. Errors or problems detected after publica-
tion will be investigated and, if proven, corrections, retractions
and / or responses will be published.

The following ethical principles will be considered:

1) RESPONSIBILITY:

Ophiussa through its editors and authors has the absolute
responsibility for approval, condemning all bad practices of
scientific publication.

2) SCIENTIFIC FRAUD

Ophiussa will seek to detect manipulation and falsification
of data, plagiarism or duplicity, with the appropriate detec-
tion mechanisms.

3) Editorial policy and procedures:

a) Authors must have participated in the research process
and in the review process, and must ensure that the data
included is real and authentic and are obliged to issue
retractions and corrections of errors of published articles;
b) Reviewers must carry out an objective and confidential
review and have no conflicts of interest (research, authors
or funders), and must indicate relevant published works
that were not cited;

) In the detection of fraud or malpractice in the evaluation
phase, it must be indicated by the reviewers and in the post-
publication phase by any reader.

d) In case of detection of bad practices in the evaluation
phase or of detection of previously published articles, the
Editorial Board will send the occurrence to the author,
establishing a period of 7 days for clarification, which will be
subsequently evaluated by the Editorial Board. In the post-
publication phase, the Editorial Board may file or determine
the retraction in a subsequent issue, indicating the previous
procedures.

Digital file preservation policy

The journal guarantees the permanent accessibility of digital
objects through backup copies and use of DOI, integrating
the Public Knowledge Project’s Private LOCKSS Network (PKP-
PLN), which generates a decentralized file system.

Regarding the self-archiving, the magazine also includes
Sherpa/Romeu
(https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/41841).

Open access policy

This edition immediately and freely provides all of its content,
in open access, in order to promote global circulation and
exchange of scientific research and knowledge. If follows Crea-
tive Commons guidelines (license CC/BY/NC/ND 4.0).

The publication of texts in Ophiussa — Revista do Centro de
Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa does not imply the
payment of any fee nor does it entitle to any economic remu-
neration.

This publication has a limited printed edition in black and white,
which will be distributed free of charge by the most relevant
international libraries and institutions, and exchanged with
periodicals of the same specialty, which will be integrated in the
Library of School of Arts and Humanities of the University of Lis-
bon. It also has a digital version, in color, available in open acess.

For more information contact:
ophiussa@letras.ulisboa.pt
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