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The study of dress has, over the past few decades,
become a key avenue for exploring identity and cul-
tural exchange in archaeology. Outward Appearance
versus Inward Significance: Addressing Identities through
Attire in the Ancient World, edited by Aleksandra Hall-
man, makes a significant contribution to this growing
field. The volume, which gathers seventeen essays
and three responses from the fourteenth annual post-
-doctoral seminar held at the Oriental Institute of the
University of Chicago, explores the multifaceted roles
of dress, from imperial politics and individual identi-
ties to ritual agency and textile production, across a
wide chronological and geographical spectrum.

In her introduction, Hallmann situates the reader
within the field of dress studies, outlining the volume’s
objectives and tracing the development of the disci-
pline to its current interdisciplinary scope. She high-
lights attire both as a medium of identity formation and
a form of non-verbal communication, and stresses the
importance of integrating various sources in its study.

The first section (Ch. 1-4) treats dress as an instru-
ment of power and representation within imperial
contexts. Essays by Brittenham, Miller, Mynarova, and
Wozniak and Yvanez examine how garments articu-
late political hierarchy, ethnicity, and social order.
Particularly strong are Brittenham’s study of Inca and
Aztec dress and Wozniak and Yvanez's exploration
of Nubian textiles, both of which combine multiple
sources to reconstruct the sartorial habits of these
societies. Miller’s contribution on Persia is theoreti-
cally engaging, introducing the notions of ‘subjec-
tive’ and ‘objective’ identity to examine cross-cultural
representations. Mynarova’s chapter, although rich
in material regarding relations between Near Eastern
empires, presents its sources in a slightly opaque man-
ner. Together, these chapters showcase the dress and
textiles through which empires projected authority
and negotiated diversity, even if they vary in analytical
depth and clarity.

The second part (Ch. 5-8) shifts from political iden-
tity to performative and experiential identity, consid-
ering how garments act as social agents and vehicles
of transformation. Foster’s detailed overview of Achae-
menid dress, Hallmann’s critique of scholarly termi-
nology surrounding the so-called ‘Persian costume;
and Ritner’s and Rothe’s respective studies on Libyan
(mainly through Egyptian sources) and northern



Roman identities (through local sources) all explore
the body as both medium and message. Each chap-
ter succeeds in questioning established assumptions
while remaining clear and methodologically sound.
Rothe’s essay is especially noteworthy for its nuanced
treatment of local identities in the northern Roman
empire, illustrating how dress negotiates between
local traditions and imperial ideals.

The third section (Ch. 9-13) addresses ritual and
divine embodiment, examining how clothing materi-
alises sacred identity and mediates between human
and divine spheres. Nosch’s chapter on royal and
priestly attire in ancient Greece stands out for its com-
prehensive comparative approach, integrating Near
Eastern and Jewish material besides limited Greek evi-
dence. Gawlinski, Thomason, and Cifarelli each push
methodological boundaries: Gawlinski re-evaluates
the role of Greek religious personnel through attire,
Thomason introduces a phenomenological perspec-
tive on the sensory experience of dress in Mesopota-
mia, and Cifarelli reinterprets the well-known Hasanlu
lion pins as materialisations of divine traits rather than
simple dress complements. Kapiec’s discussion of col-
our in Egyptian temple rituals, although more tradi-
tional in scope, expands the field by addressing the
symbolic dimension of coloured textiles. Collectively,
these studies question the limits of dress and divinity,
and their intersection in ritual practice.

Grounding the discussion in the tangible sphere of
production and exchange, the fourth part (Ch. 14-17)
turns to textile technology, craft organisation, and
economic value. Gleba synthesises ancient Mediter-
ranean textile cultures, drawing on the PROCON pro-
ject's data to reconstruct technological and social
networks across Greece, Italy, and Spain, albeit treat-
ing the latter more briefly. Muhs offers an excellent
overview of the role of cloth as currency in Egypt, from
the Predynastic to the Third Intermediate Period, while
Vorderstrasse’s and Barnard, Boytner, and Cassman’s
studies on Nubian and Andean contexts connect tex-
tile terminology and dye technology respectively to
issues of identity, be it individual or regional. These
essays are particularly valuable for integrating archae-
ological and scientific data with social interpretation,
demonstrating how technological practice intersects
with systems of value and identity. This is so especially
for Barnard, Boytner, and Cassman, whose approach
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stands out in a volume dominated by philological and
iconographical sources.

The final section (Ch. 18-20) brings together three
responses that reflect on historiographical and meth-
odological issues in the study of dress. Gunter revisits
the conceptual framework of dress studies all while
providing a very rich bibliography on the topic, and
Muhs problematises the perspectives through which
dress can be viewed. Wright's concluding essay weaves
together the volume’s main themes of identity, cross-
-cultural exchange, and ritual embodiment, calling
attention to what she terms the ‘hidden producers’
behind the garments and textiles, which, despite
being briefly addressed in earlier chapters (e.g., Gleba),
deserve deeper consideration.

Across its five sections, the volume succeeds in
bridging multiple dimensions of dress: from impe-
rial representation and social performance to ritual
embodiment and material production. The essays vary
in length, scope, and methodological approach, yet
collectively illustrate the interpretive richness of attire
as material culture. From the Mesoamerican empires
to ancient Egypt and Nubia, through Greece and the
broader Eastern Mediterranean, to Rome’s northern
provinces, the geographic and chronological range
grants the book an impressive global reach. However,
the Eastern Mediterranean remains disproportionately
represented, with limited attention to other parts of
the globe such as the Western Mediterranean, Central
and Eastern Asia, and beyond.

The diversity of approaches—textual, iconographi-
cal, archaeological, and scientific—constitutes one
of the book’s strongest features. Technical analyses
such as Gleba’s stand effectively alongside phenom-
enological inquiries like Thomason's or Cifarelli’s. This
interdisciplinarity reflects the vitality of current dress
studies and their capacity to bridge material, social,
and sensory dimensions. Detailed and much needed
overviews of dress in different cultural contexts are
also a strong component of this book (e.g., Wozniak
and Yvanez, or Foster). Particularly commendable are
contributions that challenge entrenched academic
conventions, such as Hallmann'’s re-evaluation of the
‘Persian costume’and Cifarelli's reassessment of object
agency, both of which invite broader reflection on the
epistemological limits of dress terminology and cat-
egorisation.
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Yet, despite its title’s general emphasis on ‘outward
appearance, the majority of the chapters focus primar-
ily on textiles. Other aspects of dress, such as metal-
lic fasteners, ornaments, or even non-visual elements
like texture, sound or smell, receive little attention.
While this textile-centred perspective aligns with cur-
rent archaeological priorities, it narrows the broader
potential of dress studies to engage with embodiment
beyond the fabric itself. A more balanced consid-
eration of dress complements and possible sensorial
aspects would have further enhanced the volume’s
holistic approach to ancient dress.

Placed within the expanding corpus of dress schol-
arship, alongside major works such as Michel and
Nosch’s (2010), Harris, Brans and Zuchowska’s (2021),
and Gouy'’s (2023) contributions to the Ancient Textile
Series; Dress and Society (Martin - Weetch 2017), and
Fashioned Selves (Cifarelli 2019), Hallmann’s volume
distinguishes itself by its cross-continental scope
and integration of non-Mediterranean case studies. It
demonstrated how comparative and interdisciplinary
perspectives can illuminate both local specificities and
shared cultural processes. The inclusion of Andean
and Nubian contexts is particularly valuable, broaden-
ing the field beyond its usual Greco-Roman and Near
Eastern focus.

Editorially, however, the volume is slightly uneven.
Some chapters are richly illustrated (notably those by
Ritner and Gleba), while others lack sufficient visual
material, especially given the centrality of appearance
to the book’s theme. The quality of images is generally
adequate but not exceptional, and the near absence
of maps is regrettable, as it hinders the reader’s grasp
of the extensive geographic scope. The inclusion of
graphs and tables in scientific studies, however, is a
welcome addition. Despite these shortcomings, the
overall production is solid, and the bibliography is
commendably extensive.

In sum, Outward Appearance versus Inward Signifi-
canceis a valuable and timely contribution to the study
of dress and identity in the ancient world. Its interdisci-
plinary and global outlook makes it a useful reference
for any archaeologist or historian of dress. While a bit
uneven in focus and somewhat limited by its reliance
on textile-related evidence, the volume’s ambition
and methodological diversity guarantee its relevance
and importance within the field. It not only reflects
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the complexity of dress as both material cultural and
social discourse but also paves the way toward future
research on the ‘inward significance’ of the ‘outward
appearance’ of ancient individuals and societies.
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POLITICA EDITORIAL

Objectivos

A Ophiussa - Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universi-
dade de Lisboa foi iniciada sob a direc¢ao de Victor S. Gongalves
em 1996, tendo sido editado o volume 0. A partir do volume 1
(2017), a Revista Ophiussa converteu-se numa edicdo impressa
e digital da UNIARQ - Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade
de Lisboa (ISSN 1645-653X / E-ISSN 2184-173X). Em 2025, a
revista deixou de ser publicada em formato impresso, passando
a disponibilizar-se exclusivamente em versao digital, em acesso
aberto, em https://ophiussa.letras.ulisboa.pt

O principal objectivo desta revista é a publicacdo e divulgacgao
de trabalhos com manifesto interesse, qualidade e rigor
cientifico sobre temas de Pré-Histéria e Arqueologia, sobretudo
do territério europeu e da bacia do Mediterraneo.

Periodicidade

A Ophiussa - Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade
de Lisboa publicard um volume anual. O periodo de submissao
de trabalhos decorrerd sempre no primeiro semestre e a edicdo
ocorrera no Ultimo trimestre de cada ano.

Secc¢bes da revista

A revista divide-se em duas secgdes: artigos cientificos e
recensoes bibliogréficas. Excepcionalmente poderdo ser aceites
textos de caracter introdutdrio, no ambito de homenagens ou
divulgagées especificas, que ndo serdo submetidos a avaliagdo
por pares. Isentas desta avaliacdo estdo também as recensdes
bibliogréficas.

Os autores / editores que pretendam apresentar uma obra para
recensdo devem enviar dois exemplares para a direccdo da
Revista Ophiussa: um para o autor/autora da recensdo que sera
convidado para o efeito e outro para a Biblioteca da Faculdade
de Letras da Universidade de Lisboa. Aceita-se igualmente a
apresentacdo de propostas de recensdes espontaneas.
Aceitam-se trabalhos redigidos em portugués, inglés, espanhol,
italiano e francés.

Processo de avaliagédo por pares

Os artigos submetidos sdo sujeitos a um processo de avaliagao
por parte de revisores externos (double blind peer review).
Todas as submissdes (artigos e recensdes) serao avaliadas, em
primeira instancia, pela Coordenacdo Editorial, no que respeita
ao seu conteudo formal e a sua adequacao face a politica edito-
rial e as normas de edicdo da revista. Os artigos que cumprirem
estes requisitos serdo posteriormente submetidos a um pro-
cesso de avaliagdo por pares cega / double blind peer review
(minimo de dois revisores). O Conselho Cientifico, constituido
pela direccdo da UNIARQ e por investigadores externos,
acompanhara o processo de edicdo.

Esta etapa serd concretizada por investigadores externos
qualificados, sendo os respectivos pareceres entregues num
periodo ndo superior a trés meses. Os revisores procederdo
a avaliacao de forma objectiva, tendo em vista a qualidade do
conteudo da revista; as suas criticas, sugestdes e comentarios
serdo, na medida do possivel, construtivos, respeitando as
capacidades intelectuais do(s) autor(es). Apds a recepcao

dos pareceres, o(s) autor(es) tem um prazo maximo de um
més para proceder as alteracdes oportunas e reenviar o tra-
balho.

A aceitacdo ou recusa de artigos tera como Unicos factores de
ponderacéo a sua originalidade e qualidade cientifica.

O processo de revisdao é confidencial, estando assegurado o
anonimato dos avaliadores e dos autores dos trabalhos, neste
Ultimo caso até a data da sua publicagao.

Os trabalhos s6 serao aceites para publicacdo a partir do
momento em que se conclua o processo da revisao por pares.
Os textos que nao forem aceites serdo devolvidos aos seus
autores.

A lista dos avaliadores serd publicada em ciclos de 3 anos, indi-
cada no final da Revista Ophiussa (versdo impressa e digital).

Etica na publicacdo

A Revista Ophiussa segue as orientacdes estabelecidas pelo
Commitee on Publication Ethics (COPE, Comité de Etica em
Publicag6es): https://publicationethics.org/

Apenas serdo publicados artigos originais. Para efeito de
deteccao de plagio ou duplicidade sera utilizada a plataforma
URKUNDU (https://www.urkund.com/pt-br/). Serdo rejeitadas
praticas como a deformagao ou invencdo de dados. Os auto-
res tém a responsabilidade de garantir que os trabalhos sao
originais e inéditos, fruto do consenso de todos os autores e
cumprem com a legalidade vigente, dispondo de todas auto-
rizagdes necessdrias. Os artigos que ndao cumpram com estas
normas éticas serao rejeitados.

As colaboracées submetidas para publicacdo devem ser
inéditas. As propostas de artigo ndo podem incluir qualquer
problema de falsificacdo ou de plagio. As ilustracées que
ndo sejam do(s) autor(es) devem indicar a sua procedéncia.
O Conselho Cientifico e a Coordenacao Editorial assumem
que os autores solicitaram e receberam autorizacdo para a
reproducdo dessas ilustragdes, e, como tal, rejeitam a res-
ponsabilidade do uso ndo autorizado das ilustracbes e das
consequéncias legais por infraccdo de direitos de proprie-
dade intelectual.

E assumido que todos os Autores fizeram uma contribuicao
relevante para a pesquisa reportada e concordam com o
manuscrito submetido. Os Autores devem declarar de forma
clara eventuais conflitos de interesse. As colaboracdes subme-
tidas que, direta ou indiretamente, tiveram o apoio econémico
de terceiros, devem claramente declarar essas fontes de finan-
ciamento.

Os textos propostos para publicacdo devem ser inéditos e ndo
deverao ter sido submetidos a qualquer outra revista ou edicdo
electrénica.

O conteuldo dos trabalhos é da inteira responsabilidade do(s)
autor(es) e ndo expressa a posicdo ou opinido do Conselho
Cientifico ou da Coordenacao Editorial.

O processo editorial decorrera de forma objectiva, imparcial e
anonima. Erros ou problemas detetados ap6s a publicagao serdo
investigados e, se comprovados, havera lugar a publicacdo de
corregdes, retratagbes e/ou respostas.
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Serdo considerados os seguintes principios éticos:

1) RESPONSABILIDADE

A Revista Ophiussa através dos editores e autores tem a res-
ponsabilidade absoluta de aprovacdo, condenando todas
as mas praticas da publicacao cientifica.

2) FRAUDE CIENTIFICA:

A Revista Ophiussa procurara detectar manipulacéo e falsi-
ficacdo de dados, plagio ou duplicidade, com os mecanis-
mos de deteccdo adequados.

3) POLITICA EDITORIAL E PROCEDIMENTOS

a) Os autores devem ter participado no processo de inves-
tigacdo e do processo de revisdo, devendo garantir que os
dados incluidos séo reais e auténticos e estando obrigados a
emitir retraccdes e correccdes de erros de artigos publicados;
b) Os revisores devem efectuar uma revisao objectiva e
confidencial e néo ter conflitos de interesse (investigacéo,
autores ou financiadores), devendo indicar obras publica-
das relevantes que nao foram citadas;

¢) Na deteccao de fraude ou ma pratica em fase de avalia-
cdo deve ser indicada pelos revisores e na fase de p6s publi-
cacdo por qualquer leitor.

d) Em caso de deteccdo de mas praticas em fase de avalia-
¢do ou de deteccdo de artigos publicados previamente, o
Conselho Editorial remeterd a ocorréncia ao autor estabele-
cendo um prazo de 7 dias para esclarecimento, sendo pos-
teriormente avaliada pelo Conselho de Redaccdo. Em fase
de pés publicacao, o Conselho Editorial poderd arquivar ou
determinar a retratacdo num numero seguinte, indicando-
-se 0s tramites prévios.

Politica de preservacgdo de arquivos digitais

A revista garante a acessibilidade permanente dos objectos digi-
tais através de cépias de seguranca, utilizagdo de DO, integrando
a rede Public Knowledge Project’s Private LOCKSS Network (PKP-
-PLN), que gera um sistema de arquivo descentralizado.
Relativamente ao auto-arquivo, a revista integra também o
Sherpa/Romeu

(https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/id/publication/41841 ).

Politica de acesso aberto

Esta edicdo disponibiliza de imediato e gratuitamente a totali-
dade dos seus conteldos, em acesso aberto, de forma a promo-
ver, globalmente, a circulacao e intercambio dos resultados da
investigacdo cientifica e do conhecimento. A edicdo segue as
directrizes Creative Commons (licenga CC/BY/NC/ND 4.0).

A publicacdo de textos na Ophiussa — Revista do Centro de
Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa ndo implica o paga-
mento de qualquer taxa nem da direito a qualquer remuneracao
economica.

Para mais informacdes contactar:
ophiussa@letras.ulisboa.pt
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EDITORIAL POLICY

Objectives

Ophiussa - Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade
de Lisboa started under the direction of Victor S. Goncalves
in 1996, with the edition of volume 0. After Volume 1 (2017)
it became a printed and digital edition of UNIARQ - Centro
de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa (ISSN 1645-653X /
E-ISSN 2184-173X). In 2025, the journal ceased to be published
in print format and became available exclusively in digital,
open-access form at https://ophiussa.letras.ulisboa.pt

The main objective of this journal is the publication and dis-
semination of papers of interest, quality and scientific rigor
concerning Prehistory and Archeology, mostly from Europe
and the Mediterranean basin.

Periodicity

Ophiussa — Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universi-
dade de Lisboa will publish an annual volume. The submission
period will always occur in the first quarter of each year and the
edition will occur in the last quarter.

Journal sections

The journal is divided into two sections: scientific articles and
bibliographic reviews. Exceptionally, texts of an introductory
nature may be accepted, in the context of specific tributes
or divulgations, which will not be submitted to peer-review
evaluation. Exemptions from this evaluation are also the bib-
liographic reviews.

Authors / editors wishing to submit a book for review should
send two copies to the direction of Revista Ophiussa: one to
the author of the review who will be invited for the purpose
and another to the Library of the School of Arts and Humani-
ties of the University of Lisbon. Spontaneous proposals are also
accepted.

Papers written in Portuguese, English, Spanish, Italian and
French are accepted.

Peer review process

Submitted articles are subject to a double blind peer-review
evaluation process.

All submissions (articles and reviews) will be considered, in
the first instance, by the Editorial Board, regarding its formal
content and adequacy in face of the editorial policy and the
journal editing standards. Articles that meet these require-
ments will subsequently be submitted to a blind peer-review
process (minimum of two reviewers). The Scientific Council,
constituted by UNIARQ direction and external researchers, will
follow the editing process.

This stage will be carried out by qualified researchers, and their
feedback will be delivered within a period of no more than
two months. The reviewers will carry out the evaluation in an
objective manner, in view of the quality and content of the
journal; their criticisms, suggestions and comments will be, as
far as possible, constructive, respecting the intellectual abili-
ties of the author(s). After receiving the feedback, the author(s)
has a maximum period of one month to make the necessary
changes and resubmit the work.



Acceptance or refusal of articles will have as sole factors of con-
sideration their originality and scientific quality.

The review process is confidential, with the anonymity of the
evaluators and authors of the works being ensured, in the lat-
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