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JUAN ALVAREZ GARCIA *

This work is the result of communications
presented in the International Symposium held at
University of Freiburg (Institute of Archaeological
Studies) around the topic of international and
interregional relationships in the Late Bronze
Age of Eastern Mediterranean. These conference
proceedings constitute the second volume of the
publication series of the Institute of Oriental and
European Archaeology (OREA). This branch of the
Austrian Academy of Sciences was born, just like
the Institute of Archaeological studies of Freiburg,
under the idea of integrating scholars from different
specializations in the study of the archaeology and
cultures of Europe and the Near Eastern in a common
scientific environment.

In fact, the two editors represent the
collaboration between archaeologists specialized in
European and Near Eastern History and Archaeology.
Birgitta Eder is Faculty Member in the Austrian
Academy of Sciences (Department Aegean &
Anatolia) and Senior Research Fellow at the Institute
of Oriental and European Archaeology; specialised in
Bronze Age and Early Iron Age Aegean Archaeology.
On her behalf, Regine Pruzsinszky is Faculty Member
at Albert-Ludwigs-Universitat Freiburg where she is
professor in Assyriology, her research interests cover
from the Near Eastern Archaeology to Late Bronze
Age Syrian History.

Both editors assure that the attractive of this
epoch is, precisely, the international character of the
period. The peculiarity of the Late Bronze Age is the
interconnected character of the events and processes
which were developed in the Eastern Mediterranean
along these centuries. So, in this line, the aim of the
symposium was to assess the mechanisms, routes
and agents by whom it was carried out the exchange
of commodities, raw materials and knowledges
in order to understand the interaction between
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different political systems in the Ancient Near East
and the Aegean in the Late Bronze Age.

The first communication is carried out
by Professor Mario Liverani who makes a
historiographical review about the perspectives and
trends which have defined the study of interregional
interactions and exchange relationships in the
Ancient Near East. Beginning by the contributions
of Italian masters Carlo Zaccagnini, Franco Pintore
and Mario Liverani himself, he explains how they
were inspired by the ideas of the anthropologist Levi-
Strauss and the economic anthropologist Karl Polanyi
whose concepts like redistribution and reciprocity
they updated in order to use them as powerful
analytic tools. Also, he thinks about new concepts
and methodologies like new interaction studies
which are broadening our knowledge horizons.

After of the keynote presented by Professor
Liverani, the contributions to the book are gathered
attending to different regions. So, the first section,
“Syria and the Levant’, starts with the article of Valerie
Matoian about the study of Egyptian luxury objects
found at Ugarit. As head director of Ras Shamra
Project, she explains the actual labour developed
by the archaeological mission in the identification
of aegyptiaca and their context and function. The
second chapter in this section deals with Ugarit as
well, but now Kevin McGeough offers an interesting
reflection about the relationships between private
and institutional agents in the exchange process.
On her behalf, Elisa RoBberger, focuses her study
about luxury objects found at Qatna which reveal
the combination of different styles, local and foreign.
Here, Professor RoBBberger connects these objects
with international political networks of exchange.The
last contribution to this section is carried out by Elena
Devecchi, whose communication deals with the topic
of international relations among Hittite Syrian vassals.
Among scholars it is extended the opinion that Hittite
authorities forbade their vassals foreign contacts.
However, professor Devecchi has demonstrated that
these vassals held foreign relationships with other
political entities despite Hittite control.

The next section gathers communications
about “Egypt and its External Relations” and all of
them deal with the relationships between Egyptian
New Kingdom and the Levant from different
perspectives. Laurent Bavay begins this section with
the presentation of his project about Cannanite
jars and jar sealing from Deir el-Medina. From the
scientific study of these jars, the places of production
can be identified as well as what commodities were



stored inside and exchanged with Egypt. On the other
hand, seals and inscriptions in the surface of these
pieces, shed light on possible fabricants, producers
or traders. Alexander Ahrens, in the next chapter,
studies the other side of the coin, the Egyptian
imports in the Levant. Also, he considers the political
and social dimension of these imports, because they
were considered signs of prestige and power by local
elites. On the other hand, Jana Mynafova presents
a study about Amarna correspondence where she
studies Egyptian economic interests in the Levant
besides political ones. Ellen Morris also takes as her
object of study the Egyptian economic administration
of the Levant. She develops her work around local
temples as places of extraction and exchange of
goods with their vassals. The last contribution to
this section is made by Felix H6flmayer, who makes
a re-evaluation of sources around the beginning of
Egyptian domination of the Levant by contrasting
written sources with archaeological remains little
before and along the reign of Tutmosis Ill.

The communications which deal with the
west side of the Eastern Mediterranean, the Aegean
and its relationships with the Levant, begin with the
preliminary study of Eric H. Cline where the author
thinksaboutsomefactorsthat could affectthe Aegean
trade in the Eastern Mediterranean. Professor Cline
claims that nowadays we are in position of making
more penetrating questions to archaeological and
written sources to explain different processes for
the study of interregional contacts. This chapter is
a perfect complement to M. Liverani’s one, dealing
with concepts and methodologies applied to the
evaluation of exchange processes in the Ancient
Mediterranean. The next communication is written
by one of the editors of the book, Birgitta Eder,
whose work shows us the topic of the materiality
and its relationship with the political power and the
social prestige in the Mycenaean culture. If professor
Eder talks about oriental importations in the Aegean,
Reinhard Jung's chapter deals with the Aegean
ceramic imports in the Levant. Here, Professor
Jung offers a well picture of the production and
exchange processes between Greece and Eastern
Mediterranean. Following in this line of studies about
Aegean commerce, Diamantis Panagiotopoulos
presents his study in relation to sealing practices and
standardization of goods in the Ancient Near Eastern
Mediterranean trade. Finally, Hartmut Matthdus
closes this section with an article where he explains
the production process of Cypriote metal workshops
and how copper and bronze ingots were exchanged
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throughout the Eastern Mediterranean and beyond.

The last section of the book deals with “The
Hittites and their neighbours’, which gathers the two
lasts contributions to the book. The first one is made
jointly by Regine Pruzsinszky and Bérbara E. Solans
who talks about the Emar’s role in the international
trade in the Ancient Near East during the Late Bronze
Age. Closing the book, the last chapter belongs to
Mirko Novak who describes some peculiarities of
Hittite exchange relationships. The author realises
of the contradiction between intense international
relationships between the Hittite empire and other
Great Empires or Levantine vassals proved in written
sources and the scarcity of material remains of those
contacts.

In conclusion, this book reflects an interesting
collaboration between archaeologists and historians
from different areas of research and it offers a
complete picture of exchange relationships in the
Aegean and the Near Eastin the Late Bronze Age. In
their contributions, the authors have analysed the
most important agents, factors and ways that ruled
trade and diplomacy in this period. Throughout the
book, the reader realises the special interrelation
among all the areas of the Eastern Mediterranean. On
the otherhand, itis visible in the different chapters the
special relationship between exchange of goods and
the exchange of ideas and how these were integrated
in new social and cultural contexts. For these reasons,
this book constitutes a work with an extraordinary
depth in the study of different topics related to the
History of international, commercial and intercultural
relations in the Eastern Mediterranean.

* - PDIF-UAM - Universidad Auténoma de Madrid, Facultad de
Filosofia y Letras, Departamento de Historia Antigua, Medieval,
Paleografia y Diplomatica; juan.alvarez@uam.es
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OPHIUSSA

POLITICA EDITORIAL

A Ophiussa — Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa foi iniciada em 1996, tendo sido editado o volume 0. A
partir do volume 1 (2017) é uma edicdo impressa e digital da UNIARQ - Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa.

O principal objectivo desta revista é a publicacdo e divulgacdo de trabalhos com manifesto interesse, qualidade e rigor cientifico
sobre temas de Pré-Histdria e Arqueologia, sobretudo do territério europeu e da bacia do Mediterraneo.

A Ophiussa - Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa publicard um volume anual. A partir de 2018, os artigos
submetidos serdo sujeitos a um processo de avaliacdo por parte de revisores externos (peer review). O periodo de submissdo de trabalhos
decorrerd sempre no primeiro trimestre e a edicdo ocorrera no ultimo trimestre de cada ano.

A revista divide-se em duas sec¢des: artigos cientificos e recensdes bibliograficas. Excepcionalmente poderao ser aceites textos de
caracter introdutério, no ambito de homenagens ou divulgagdes especificas, que nao serdo submetidos a avaliacdo por pares. Isentas desta
avaliagao estdo também as recensdes bibliogréficas.

Todas as submissdes serdo avaliadas, em primeira instancia, pela Coordenacdo Editorial, no que respeita ao seu conteudo formal e
a sua adequacao face a politica editorial e as normas de edicdo da revista. Os trabalhos que cumprirem estes requisitos serdo posteriormente
submetidos a um processo de avaliagdo por pares cega / blind peer review (minimo de dois revisores). O Conselho Cientifico, constituido pela
direccdo da UNIARQ e por investigadores externos, acompanhara o processo de edicdo.

Esta etapa sera concretizada por investigadores externos qualificados, sendo os respectivos pareceres entregues num periodo ndo
superior a trés meses. Os revisores procederao a avaliacdo de forma objectiva, tendo em vista a qualidade do contetdo da revista; as suas
criticas, sugestdes e comentarios serdo, na medida do possivel, construtivos, respeitando as capacidades intelectuais do(s) autor(es). Apos a
recepcao dos pareceres, o(s) autor(es) tem um prazo maximo de um més para proceder as alteragcdes oportunas e reenviar o trabalho.

A aceitacdo ou recusa de artigos terd como Unicos factores de ponderacédo a sua originalidade e qualidade cientifica. O processo
de revisdo é confidencial, estando assegurado o anonimato dos avaliadores e dos autores dos trabalhos, neste Gltimo caso até a data da sua
publicacao.

Os trabalhos s6 serdo aceites para publicacdo a partir do momento em que se conclua o processo da revisdo por pares. Os textos que
nao forem aceites serdo devolvidos aos seus autores. O contetido dos trabalhos é da inteira responsabilidade do(s) autor(es) e ndo expressa a
posicao ou opiniao do Conselho Cientifico ou da Coordenacao Editorial. A Revista Ophiussa segue as orientacdes estabelecidas pelo Commitee
on Publication Ethics (COPE, Comité de Etica em Publicacées): https://publicationethics.org/

O processo editorial decorrerd de forma objectiva, imparcial e anénima. Erros ou problemas detetados apds a publicacdo serdo
investigados e, se comprovados, haverd lugar a publicacdo de corregdes, retratacdes e/ou respostas. As colaboracdes submetidas para
publicacdo devem ser inéditas. As propostas de artigo ndo podem incluir qualquer problema de falsificacao ou de plagio. Para efeito de
deteccdo de pldgio serd utilizada a plataforma URKUNDU .

As ilustracdes que ndo sejam do(s) autor(es) devem indicar a sua procedéncia. O Conselho Cientifico e a Coordenacao Editorial
assumem que os autores solicitaram e receberam autorizacdo para a reproducao dessas ilustracdes, e, como tal, rejeitam a responsabilidade
do uso nao autorizado das ilustracdes e das consequéncias legais por infraccdo de direitos de propriedade intelectual.

E assumido que todos os Autores fizeram uma contribuicio relevante para a pesquisa reportada e concordam com o manuscrito
submetido. Os Autores devem declarar de forma clara eventuais conflitos de interesse. As colaboracdes submetidas que, direta ou
indiretamente, tiveram o apoio econdmico de terceiros, devem claramente declarar essas fontes de financiamento.

Os textos propostos para publicacdo devem ser inéditos e ndo deveréo ter sido submetidos a qualquer outra revista ou edicdo
electrénica. Aceitam-se trabalhos redigidos em portugués, inglés, espanhol, italiano e francés.

Esta edicao disponibiliza de imediato e gratuitamente a totalidade dos seus conteidos, em acesso aberto, de forma a promover,
globalmente, a circulagao e intercdmbio dos resultados da investigagao cientifica e do conhecimento.

A publicacdo de textos na Ophiussa — Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa ndo implica o pagamento de
qualquer taxa nem da direito a qualquer remuneragdo econémica.

Esta publicacdo dispde de uma versdo impressa, a preto e branco, com uma tiragem limitada, que sera distribuida gratuitamente
pelas bibliotecas e instituicdes mais relevantes internacionalmente, e intercambiada com publicacées periddicas da mesma especialidade,
que serdo integradas na Biblioteca da Faculdade de Letras da Universidade de Lisboa. Conta, paralelamente, com uma verséo digital, a cores,
disponibilizada no endereco www.ophiussa.letras.ulisboa.pt, onde se pode consultar a totalidade da edicao.

Para mais informagdes: ophiussa@letras.ulisboa.pt



OPHIUSSA

EDITORIAL POLICY

Ophiussa - Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa started in 1996, with the edition of volume 0. From 2017,
this journal is a printed and digital edition of UNIARQ - Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa.

The main objective of this journal is the publication and dissemination of papers of interest, quality and scientific rigor concerning
Prehistory and Archeology, mostly from Europe and the Mediterranean basin.

Ophiussa - Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa will publish an annual volume. From 2018, submitted
articles will be subject to a peer-review evaluation process. The submission period will always occur in the first quarter of each year and the
edition will occur in the last quarter.

The journal is divided into two sections: scientific articles and bibliographic reviews. Exceptionally, texts of an introductory nature
may be accepted, in the context of specific tributes or divulgations, which will not be submitted to peer-review evaluation. Exemptions from
this evaluation are also the bibliographic reviews.

All submissions will be considered, in the first instance, by the Editorial Board, regarding its formal content and adequacy in face of
the editorial policy and the journal’s editing standards. Papers that meet these requirements will subsequently be submitted to a blind peer-
review process (minimum of two reviewers). The Scientific Council, constituted by the directors of UNIARQ and external researchers, will follow
the editing process.

This stage will be carried out by qualified external researchers, and their feedback will be delivered within a period of no more than
two months. The reviewers will carry out the evaluation in an objective manner, in view of the quality and content of the journal; their criticisms,
suggestions and comments will be, as far as possible, constructive, respecting the intellectual abilities of the author (s). After receiving the
feedback, the author(s) has a maximum period of one month to make the necessary changes and resubmit the work.

Acceptance or refusal of articles will have as sole factors of consideration their originality and scientific quality.

The review process is confidential, with the anonymity of the evaluators and authors of the works being ensured, in the latter case
up to the date of its publication.

Papers will only be accepted for publication as soon as the peer review process is completed. Texts that are not accepted will be
returned to their authors. The content of the works is entirely the responsibility of the author(s) and does not express the position or opinion
of the Scientific Council or Editorial Board.

The Journal Ophiussa follows the guidelines established by the Commitee on Publication Ethics (COPE, the Ethics Committee
Publications): https://publicationethics.org/

The editorial process will be conducted objectively, impartially and anonymously. Errors or problems detected after publication will
be investigated and, if proven, corrections, retractions and / or responses will be published. Contributions submitted for publication must be
unpublished. Article submissions can not include any problem of forgery or plagiarism. In order to detect plagiarism, the URKUNDU platform
will be used.

lllustrations that are not from the author(s) must indicate their origin. The Scientific Council and Editorial Board assume that the
authors have requested and received permission to reproduce these illustrations and, as such, reject the responsibility for the unauthorized
use of the illustrations and legal consequences for infringement of intellectual property rights.

Itis assumed that all Authors have made a relevant contribution to the reported research and agree with the manuscript submitted.
Authors must clearly state any conflicts of interest. Collaborations submitted that directly or indirectly had the financial support of third
parties must clearly state these sources of funding.

Texts proposed for publication must be unpublished and should not have been submitted to any other journal or electronic edition.
Works written in Portuguese, English, Spanish, Italian and French are accepted.

The publication of texts in Ophiussa — Revista do Centro de Arqueologia da Universidade de Lisboa does not imply the payment of
any fee nor does it entitle to any economic remuneration.

This edition immediately and freely provides all of its content, in open access, in order to promote global circulation and exchange
of scientific research and knowledge.

This publication has a limited printed edition in black and white, which will be distributed free of charge by the most relevant
international libraries and institutions, and exchanged with periodicals of the same specialty, which will be integrated in the Library of
Faculdade de Letras of Universidade de Lisboa. It also has a digital version, in color, available at address http://ophiussa.letras.ulisboa.pt, where
one can consult the entire edition.

For more information contact: ophiussa@letras.ulisboa.pt
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